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COVID-19 Plays Hardball with ACC Softball Team 

2020 ACC Softball Team 

What began as an opportunity of a lifetime leading to what was 

expected to be a promising season for the Alpena Community College 

women’s softball team ended in disappointment and nagging 

speculation about what could have been. 

Last year, an ACC supporter approached Brenda Herman, executive 

director of the ACC Foundation, about sponsoring a spring training 

trip to Florida for the women’s softball team. Recognizing what a 

special opportunity this would be, Herman wasted no time in 

contacting ACC softball coach Christin Sobeck. 

 “Spring training is known as a kick-off in our sport.  It’s used to get 

the bumps and bruises out at the beginning of the season, watch our 

student-athletes play, and set them up for success in conference play 

in Michigan,” Sobeck explained.  

In early March of this year, the spring training dream became a reality 

for fifteen ACC softball players, who spent March 7th-14th in 

Clermont, FL.  ACC played a total of ten games in the Spring Games 

Series, a tournament featuring teams from all over the country.  

Comprising a team filled with Northern Michigan talent, the young 

women bonded as a group while staying in beautiful house, where 

they prepared their own meals, enjoyed the pool, and explored the 

attractions of Central Florida. 

While COVID-19 was beginning to make waves back at home, the 

ACC softball team was so focused on their time in Florida, that it 

wasn’t until Thursday, March 12 that they realized what a major event 

the virus had become. The day before, the World Health Organization 

had declared the novel coronavirus to be a pandemic. Around the 

world, governments were figuring out how to respond and public and 

private entities alike were making difficult decisions. The team ’s visit 

to a Disney property was cancelled and when the young women 

headed home a few days later, the bus was equipped with plentiful 

tissues and hand sanitizer. 

When the team pulled back into Alpena at 7:00 Sunday morning, their 

equipment was placed into their team room at the college and they 

went home. Classes the following Monday and Tuesday were 

cancelled and then ACC transitioned to all online classes.  

In mid-March the National Junior College Athletic Association 

announced the cancellation of all spring sports seasons.  

“I have not seen all the members of the team together since,” Sobeck 

said.  “We still have uniforms and equipment to turn in.  I have spoken 

with each athlete (on the phone), but nothing beats being on the field 

with the team. Most (athletes) miss being with their close teammates. 

The team (had) just spent an amazing week together. They lived in a 

house together, had fun conversations with teammates, learned new 

things about each other, played great ball, and then they arrive home 

to colder temps and complete separation from others.” 

Sobeck collected pictures from their spring training experience, made 

a photo book for each athlete, and mailed them out to the team. She 

is hopeful that in the summer the team can meet and collect uniforms, 

talk about quarantine adventures, discuss academics, say goodbye to 

the athletes who are moving on, and have some sort of closure for a 

fabulous group of young student-athletes who Sobeck said 

represented ACC with pride. 

Supporters of the softball team will be glad to know their contributions 

to the team for the cancelled 2020 regular season will be rolled over 

to the 2021 season, when Sobeck hopes the student-athletes will 

once again have the opportunity to travel and see places outside 

Northern Michigan.  
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Industrial Technology Students Build Bright Futures 

Peter Huizinga 

Industrial Technology students from Alpena Community college had 

earned the right to showcase their skills and compete against students 

from other schools on a state and national stage. Then COVID-19 hit.  

The 2020 Michigan SkillsUSA Championship was to have been the first 

forum in which ACC students planned to shine. SkillsUSA is a national 

nonprofit organization comprised of students, teachers, and industry 

leaders dedicated to ensuring America has a skilled workforce through 

career and technical education. Serving over 365,000 students 

annually in 4000 local chapters all over the country, SkillsUSA is 

committed to giving students the education and career guidance they 

need to bridge our country’s skills gap.  

One of the ways Skills USA promotes growth and rewards learning is 

with local, state, and national competitions, where students compete 

against each other in rigorous tests under controlled conditions. The 

2020 Michigan SkillsUSA Championships was to be held on April 10th 

and 17th in sites across the state. Overall, fourteen ACC students 

would have competed at the state level, with winners going on to the 

SkillsUSA Championships in Louisville, Ky. 

The students from Alpena Community College’s Industrial Technology 

department who qualified to compete at the state level are:  

Precision Drafting: 

Kyle Smith 

Olivia Haske 

CNC Machining: 

Arthur Paad 

Charles Rieman 

Nicole Zinke 

Manual Machining: 

Braeden Schultz 

Austin Eller 

Welding Overall: 

Peter Huizinga 

Issac Matzke 

Brian Jonik 

 Welding Fabrication: 

Sven Johnson 

Tiffany Yonk 

Dylan Weir 

Welding Individual: 

Catilin Kieliszewski 

As ACC Machine Tool Technology Program Advisor Andrew Paad 

says, all these students set a new standard at ACC.  

“They were the first professional machining students to form a student 

group—the Manufacturing Technology Group of ACC. They held 

elections, voted the MTG board, and wrote bylaws for the MTG, as well 

as the SkillsUSA group. They organized and held weekly meetings, as 

well as engaged the community often by speaking to local groups, 

businesses, and the ACC board,” Paad proudly explained. “We set out 

to be free from any out-of-pocket expenses, so they completed a 

budget and did fundraising to achieve that goal. The entire time they 

were also full-time students. To punctuate the exceptional job that they 

have done, they achieved the award of being a 2020 Chapter of 

Excellence.” 

MTG Board Members: 

President – Charlie Rieman 

Vice-President – Olivia Haske 

Sergeant at Arms – Peter Huizinga 

Secretary – Tiffany Yonk 

Treasurer – Nicole Zinke 

Several of these students were instrumental in helping to bring third -

party testing to the machine tool program. ACC now offers NIMS, NC3, 

and Autodesk credentialing within the manufacturing technology 

program and several students have earned their credentials certifying 

competency. It is a rigorous process to complete. 

“The most difficult credentialing is NIMS,” Paad said.  “It requires 

students to complete tasks to standard in three or more practical 

exercises, they must take a proctored exam, and complete a hands-on 

portion that is evaluated by a third party.” 

Few students have undertaken all three of the credentialing programs, 

but ACC is proud to announce that the following students have 

completed the NC3, Autodesk, and at least one NIMS credentialing:  

Olivia Haske 

Peter Huizinga 

Sven Johnson 

Jacob Pilarski 

Charles Rieman 

Nicole Zinke 

While it’s disappointing that a pandemic prevented ACC industrial 

technology students from competing on a state and national stage, the 

education and knowledge achieved by these dedicated students is a 

reward that will continue to pay off well into the future.  
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25th Annual Scramble for Scholarships August 15th 

2019 ACC Scramble for  Scholarships 

One of the Alpena Community College Foundation’s major fundraisers 

over the years is celebrating its silver anniversary this year.  

Over the past twenty-four years, the annual ACC Scramble for 

Scholarships golf outing has raised well over $400,000 to fund student 

scholarships at ACC. In 2004, the scramble was rededicated in honor 

of Robert Granum, who was an ACC Foundation trustee and 

community leader who worked hard to promote education and cultural 

enrichment in our community.   

This year’s 25th edition of the ACC Scramble for Scholarships will be a 

special event we hope you’ll participate in as a golfer. However, even 

those who don’t golf can be a part of the scramble and show their 

support by donating $25 to our general scholarship fund in honor of the 

25th year of this fun fundraiser. To express our appreciation for your 

support, the ACC Foundation will include your name on a banner 

displayed at the event. Donating is easy! Simply send in the tear-off 

form with payment to the ACC Foundation at 665 Johnson Street in 

Alpena or securely give online at alpenacc.edu.  

If you’re interested in seeing if you can unseat Phil Straley and the 

Peterson family—gentlemen whose team has won three out of the last 

five scrambles—secure your spot as soon as possible for the event by 

picking up a registration form at River’s Edge Golf Course or visiting 

the ACC website.  

Robert M. Granum Memorial Scramble for Scholarships 

Champions 

1996: Jon T. Crow, Larry Hanner, Jim Vivian II, Ron Werner  

1997: Bill Benson, Mike Cadarette, Chris Limback, Dave McDonald 

1998: Jim Boldrey, Tim Fitzpatrick, Dave Karschnick Sr., Bill Yahne 

1999: Bill Benson, Mike Cadarette, Chris Limback, Dave McDonald 

2000: Chuck Atwell, Steve Lewis, Charley Rosebush, Paul Sabourin  

2001: Mike Cadarette, Chris Limback, Dave McDonald, John Pintar  

2002: Mike Cadarette, Chris Limback, Dave McDonald, John Pintar  

2003: Tom Grueter, Max Lindsay, Tim Muszynski, Bill Talaski 

2004: Tom Bennett, Jerry Hochstetler, Bob Palmbos, Roger Reddinger  

2005: Tom Grueter, Max Lindsay, Tim Muszynski, Bill Talaski 

2006: Jason Cramer, Derek Seguin, Kyle Wirgau, Travis Wyman 

2007: Jim Boldrey, Tim Fitzpatrick, Jim Masters, Al Senchuk 

2008: Eric Krebs, Bob Piper, Dan White, Bill Yahne 

2009: Jim Boldrey, Tim Fitzpatrick, Jim Masters, Al Senchuk 

2010: Angela Bartosh, Tyler Bartosh, Ryan Diethelm, Eric Lindsay  

2011: Chuck Ingle, Tanner Ingle, Al Skiba, Jake Skiba 

2012: Bill Peterson, Erik Peterson, Jerry Skiba, Bill Yahne  

2013: Jerry Skiba, Phil Straley, Adam Peterson, Bill Peterson 

2014: Bob Centala, Harvey Marlatt, Jack McCoy, Todd Skiba  

2015: Dick Boyce, Adam Peterson, Bill Peterson, Phil Straley  

2016: Ken Geyer, Sue Geyer, Bob Piper, Dan White 

2017: Harvey Marlatt, Chris McCoy, Jack McCoy, Brian Natzel  

2018: Bill Peterson, Adam Peterson, Todd Skiba, Phil Straley  

2019: Adam Peterson, Erik Peterson, Todd Skiba, Phil Straley  

 

The Art of Isolation 

Lexi Lino’s Fire Image 

For Alpena Community College’s bustling art department, the end of fall 
and spring semesters  traditionally results in a large exhibition for the 
public, who is invited to tour ACC’s fine arts building  and view the best 
projects art students completed during the semester. This year, though, 
many projects have gone unfinished. A walk through the Olin H. Joynton 
Center is a study in suspended animation, with stoneware waiting to be 
glazed, hallways deserted, and classrooms dark. The exhibition space is 
empty and students are home. But creativity is still alive and well at ACC. 

While it was a challenge for every instructor and student to abruptly 
transition to online-only classes in response to the COVID-19 threat, 
suddenly having to adapt a hands-on course like ceramics to distance 
learning came with additional complications. Already creative, the 
instructors in the art department—Sarah Bedford, Brian Schorn, and Joe 
Donna—had to dig deep for novel solutions to the obvious barriers a 
sudden switch to online learning created. Design II and Computer 
Generated Imaging II instructor Sarah Bedford was candid about the 
challenge. 

“Much like everyone else, we've had to rise to the task of redeveloping the 
way we teach and provide content to our students,” she said.  “Art is very 
much a tactile study, so it’s been important to retain that focus.  But at the 
same time, opportunities have arisen to create connections with our 
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students and reach out in ways we haven't had to in the past.”   
Nancy Smith, a liberal arts major who took photography classes with instructor 
Joe Donna to gain more skills in practicing the hobby she loves, takes a wider 
perspective beyond the classroom and is thankful for the safety online learning 
provides. 

“Class was going smoothly until the COVID-19 pandemic created a barrier for 
us. These past few weeks have been a powerful reminder of just how 
connected we are to one another—and how our choices today determine our 
options tomorrow,” she said. “The extremely dedicated ACC instructors have 
been working literally around the clock to respond to the challenges posed by 
COVID-19. It has been difficult to leave friends and our classrooms, but we can 
be thankful for the protection online learning has provided, not only for us 
students but for other members of our community, who may be more vulnerable 
to this disease than we are.” 

Lexi Lino, an Alpena High School senior who is in the dual enrollment 
partnership between Alpena Community College and Alpena High School, 
spoke of the effect being cut off from the things she loves has had on her 
output. 

“For this semester, being in an art class has been challenging without labs and 
classes. I had a creative block for a while due to being stuck at home without 
any inspiration. I am a person to always stay busy and having constant 
inspiration flowing with theatre and dancing. I love art, so being told to stay 
home has affected my artwork.” 

With the help of her Computer Generated Imagery I instructor, Brian Schorn, 
Lino has been plowing through her coursework and has found inspiration again, 
adding that her classes have helped her cope. 

“Being creative in this dark time has been helping me get through,” she 
admitted. “I have been working diligently to put out another series for my final. It 
was inspired by the broken pieces of a kaleidoscope. I find them beautiful how 
broken pieces can be used in a pattern and in a positive way.” 

The spring semester at ACC may have been split in two, with pre-COVID 
classes seeming almost alien in comparison to the post-COVID classes, but like 
Lexi’s broken kaleidoscope, ACC art instructors were able to pick up the pieces 
and creatively come up with something beautiful. 

“Even though in person communication has been stopped, Mr. Schorn has 
been amazing critiquing my work and giving me advice. I have really enjoyed 
the communication and assistance in this difficult time,” Lino said.  

In reflecting on the results of being forced into conducting her courses under 
difficult circumstances, instructor Bedford finds value in the creative process 
she shared with her students as she applied the art of teaching. 

“It has been a little bit of everything as we've shifted gears; challenging, 
emotional, and yet uplifting to strengthen our connections.  I take joy in knowing 
that I have still been able to communicate with my students, see their work, 
answer questions and provide direction, and, moreover, remain consistent for 
each other.” 

The results have been impressive, in no small part due to the dedication of 
instructors who tried hard to make the best of a bad situation. Despite the 
cancelation of the spring exhibition, ACC fine arts students will have no trouble 
remembering this semester and what they learned, which went far beyond the 
classroom. 
 

Alpena Community College Office of Alumni Relations 

665 Johnson Street, Alpena, MI 49707  

alumni@alpenacc.edu 

(989) 358-7344 
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