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Official Proceedings of the 
Alpena Community College Board of Trustees Regular Meeting 

October 15, 2015 
Roger C. Bauer Board Room, Charles R. Donnelly Natural Resources Center 

665 Johnson Street, Alpena, MI 49707 
 
The Alpena Community College Board of Trustees gathered on Thursday, October 15, 2015, for its 
regular monthly meeting. 
 
Chairman Briggs called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. and led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Present: John Briggs, Teresa Duncan, Marc Ferguson, Joseph Gentry II, Lisa Hilberg, Florence Stibitz, 
and Tom Townsend. 
 
Seated at the Board Table: President Don MacMaster and Board Secretary Jay Walterreit.  
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Moved by Trustee Stibitz that the agenda be approved; seconded by Duncan.  
 
Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes from the September 17, 2015, Regular Board of Trustees Meeting 
 
Trustee Hilberg moved to accept the draft minutes from the September 17, 2015, regular ACC Board of 
Trustees meeting; Trustee Stibitz seconded the motion.  
 
Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 
 
Introduction of Guests and Public Comment 
 
Guests attending the regular meeting included: Ben Stevens, WATZ News; Nicole Grulke, Alpena 
News; Bethany Ricciardi, WBKB TV-11, Richard Sutherland, ACC administration; Nick Brege, ACC 
administration; Paul Wolne, community member; Andrew Phal, ACC student; Heather Pines, ACC 
faculty; Jim Makowske, ACC administration; Kerrie Kamyszek, ACC staff; Sarah Burt, ACC staff. 
 
Paul Wolne addressed the trustees on matters related to Hillman Community Radio and finding content 
to run on the station. He asked for the College’s support in asking WBKB to allow use of the audio from 
the Talk of the Town show on the radio station. 
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Communication(s) 
 
Chairman Briggs noted a letter from the City of Alpena which notified the Board of Trustees about a 
meeting to take input about granting brownfield designation for the former site of Mike’s Hardware on 
Chisholm Street. 
 
Board Member and Subcommittee Reports 
 
None. 
 
Student Reports 
 
Student Andrew Phal and Jacqueline Walchak briefed the trustees on several topics, including: 
 
Autumn Fest, presented by the Student Leadership Commission, scheduled for October 29, which will 
feature treats for students and staff such as caramel apples and popcorn along with a fall- and 
Halloween-themed trivia contest. 
 
Jacqueline Walchak also informed the trustees about the newly created Language Society, which was 
formed by her mother, Dr. Karol Walchak. The group is still waiting on their charter; while they wait, 
they are working on a variety of activities, including open nights for people to share cultural and 
language experiences, using Rosetta Stone for teaching French and Spanish, watching foreign films, and 
fundraising for a trip to Europe. 
 
Faculty Report 
 
English and Acting Instructor Heather Pines shared that she was excited to present an online version of 
ENG 112 during Spring Semester 2016. She is also teaching several acting classes which are presenting 
performances throughout the semester. Pines also talked about the ALP program being spearheaded by 
English Instructor Nick Bancroft, which helps students take developmental and regular English classes 
together to address social and developmental issues, promote learning, and accelerate completion of the 
necessary courses. 
 
President’s Report 
 
Following is the President’s Report as it was distributed.  
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Action Items 
 
2.636 Local Strategic Value Resolution 
 
Trustee Stibitz made the motion and Trustee Duncan seconded the motion which reads as follows: 
 

That the Alpena Community College Board of Trustees certifies that the College does 
meet the local strategic value standards required for state appropriations under Michigan 
Public Act 85 of 2015. 

 
Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion passed. 
 
2.637 Capital Outlay/Campus Master Plan Submission 
 
President MacMaster introduced the action item by noting there had been discussions about Van Lare 
Hall, including whether to renovate it, tear it down and build a new building, sell the property, or leave it 
alone and building an entirely new building elsewhere on campus. He acknowledged that there are 
options, but also pointed out that ACC needs to submit a request to the state by November 1. 
 
Chairman Briggs noted that the next couple of years will give the College the opportunity to 
communicate with decision-makers and revise the plan as necessary. 
 
Trustee Gentry asked if ACEN accreditation for the Nursing Program would be helpful to the capital 
outlay request; President MacMaster said accreditation would be very helpful so it is important for ACC 
to move ahead and gain ACEN accreditation as soon as possible. 
 
Trustee Townsend made the motion and Trustee Stibitz seconded the motion which reads as follows: 
 

The Alpena Community College Board of Trustees authorizes staff to submit the ACC 
2017-21 Five-Year Master Plan for Capital Outlay to the State Budget Office. 

 
Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion passed. 
 
2.638 Renaming of the Fine Arts Building 
 
President MacMaster introduced the action item by reading the preamble. Chairman Briggs then read the 
motion, which is as follows: 
 

The Board of Trustees directs College officials to rename the Fine Arts Building to the 
Olin H. Joynton Fine Arts Center and that the renaming be noted in publications and 
other documents as the occasions arise. 

 
Trustee Townsend made the motion and Trustee Stibitz seconded the motion. The trustees then 
discussed the issue. 
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Trustee Gentry asked if the College has a policy on the naming of buildings. None were identified. 
Trustee Hilberg then asked if it was possible for Secretary Walterreit to ask the other Michigan 
community colleges if they have policies related to naming buildings. Walterreit replied affirmatively. 
 
The trustees then discussed ACC’s other buildings and how they came to be named. There are three 
other Alpena Campus buildings named after former presidents: Van Lare Hall, the Charles R. Donnelly 
Natural Resources Center, and the Newport Center.  
 
Trustee Townsend pointed out that the Center Building and the Natural Resources Center were renamed 
for former presidents. Naming the Center Building after Donald Newport was the precedent for naming 
the Fine Arts Building after Olin Joynton. 
 
Other buildings were named for notable people, based on the preferences of major donors: Harris 
Hall/World Center for Concrete Technology; Ferris H. Werth Electrical Power Technology Center; 
Besser Technical Center; and the Madeline Briggs University Center. 
 
Trustee Ferguson noted that he thought Joynton was deserving of honor, but he was not sure if naming 
the Fine Arts Building after him was the right honor. Ferguson suggested Lucas Pfeiffenberger as 
someone who deserved to be honored because he was a part of the effort to building the FAC. He also 
asked if it was important to talk to others outside of the Board of Trustees about naming the building. 
 
Trustee Hilberg wondered if there were other opportunities to honor both Lucas and Janet 
Pfeiffenberger. Trustee Townsend agreed there were other opportunities which were more closely 
associated with Lucas’s work in the concrete industry. 
 
President MacMaster stated his view that honoring Joynton with renaming the Fine Arts Building was 
appropriate. 
 
Chairman Briggs stated he supported renaming the building for Joynton with the caveat that the College 
should find an appropriate way to honor both of the Pfeiffenbergers. 
 
After the discussion concluded, the trustees voted on the motion. 
 
Ayes: 6. Nays: 1. Motion passed. 
 
2.639 Advanced Manufacturing Equipment Bid Selection 
 
Trustee Hilberg made the motion and Trustee Gentry seconded the motion which reads as follows: 
 

The Alpena Community College Board of Trustees approves the purchase of  
 
• Four AC/DC electric trainers from Hampden Engineering, for $6,040.00 
• One hydraulic trainer from Parker Hannifin Corporation for $27,127.12 
• One lathe CNC turning center from Gerotech, Inc., for $77,010.00 
• One mini mill vertical machining center from Gerotech, Inc., for $43,793.00 
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All purchases shall be made from TAACCCT grant funds. 
 
Ayes: 7. Nays: 0. Motion passed. 
 
Information Items 
 
The trustees reviewed the information items. 
 
Board Discussion 
 
Chairman Briggs asked Vice President for Administration and Finance Dick Sutherland to update the 
trustees on the status of the College’s audit. Sutherland explained that he anticipates the state will have 
taken care of their own audit by October 18, and if so, there is a high probability that the College will be 
able to present its final audit to the trustees for approval during the last week of October. Ultimately the 
College audit needs to be submitted to the state by November 15, while some other financial report 
documents need to be submitted by November 1. 
 
Trustee Townsend asked if the College should expect these types of delays every year. Sutherland 
answered that the state may be better prepared next year after having gone through the process once 
already. 
 
Trustee Briggs noted that Trustee Duncan had informed him that she would not be available on October 
29, the day being proposed for a special meeting to review the audit. After some discussion about 
scheduling, the trustees agreed that having all of the trustees present was not required and the consensus 
was to move ahead with the October 29 special meeting. The proposed meeting time of 5:00 p.m. was 
agreed upon by all of the trustees. 
 
Chairman Briggs then informed the other trustees about his recent interactions with the group interested 
in starting a 4-year school in Northeast Michigan. He stated that even though ACC has land and the 
trustees support more educational opportunities in the area, he felt the ACC Board of Trustees was not 
yet ready to support the group’s ideas. 
 
Trustee Gentry noted that the trustees would need a lot of background information and data before he 
felt ready to support the 4-year university group. 
 
Chairman Briggs suggested that ACC might hold public forums to ask the public what types of 
educational opportunities they are looking for, and how ACC could better serve the area. 
 
Lastly, Chairman Briggs reminded the trustees about the October 30, 2015, inauguration event for Dr. 
MacMaster. Some trustees wondered if wearing academic regalia was necessary. Secretary Walterreit 
volunteered to review photos from the Joynton inauguration to verify whether robes were worn by the 
trustees at that event. 
 
New Business 
 
None. 




