
 

 

Official Proceedings of the 
Alpena Community College Board of Trustees Meeting 

February 19, 2014 
Roger C. Bauer Board Room, Charles R. Donnelly Natural Resources Center 

665 Johnson Street, Alpena, MI 49707 
 
The Alpena Community College Board of Trustees met for its regular monthly meeting on Wednesday, 
February 19, 2014, in the Roger C. Bauer Board Room, Room 400 of the Charles R. Donnelly Natural 
Resources Center.  
 
Present: John Briggs, Teresa Duncan, Joseph Gentry II, Lisa Hilberg, and Tom Townsend. Trustee 
Stibitz joined the meeting around 6:50 p.m. 
 
Seated at the Board Table: President Olin Joynton and Board Secretary Jay Walterreit.  
 
The trustees began the meeting at 5:54 p.m. with a workshop session to discuss developments with the 
Clery Act, Title IX, and the Violence Against Women Act. 
 
At 7:00 p.m. the workshop session concluded and Chairman Briggs called a short recess while 
preparations were made for the regular meeting. At 7:04 p.m. the meeting was reconvened and 
Chairman John Briggs led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Moved by Trustee Townsend that the agenda be approved; seconded by Trustee Hilberg. Ayes: 6. Nays: 
0. Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes from the January 16, 2014, Regular Board of Trustees Meeting and February 11, 
2014, Workshop Meeting 
 
Trustee Hilberg moved to accept the draft minutes from the January 16, 2014, regular ACC Board of 
Trustees meeting; Trustee Townsend seconded the motion. Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 
 
Introduction of Guests and Public Comment 
 
Guests in attendance included: April Ahlgren, WATZ News; Nicole Grulke, Alpena News; Richard 
Sutherland, ACC administrator; Kathy Marsh, ACC administrator; Nancy Seguin, ACC administrator; 
Branden DeRoque, Student Leadership Commission representative; Joanna Cooper, Student Leadership 
Commission; Andrew Augustyn, ACC student; Karen Bennett, ACC attorney; Don MacMaster, ACC 
administrator; Karol Walchak, ACC faculty; Tim Ratz, ACC faculty; and Tim Kuehnlein, ACC faculty. 
 
Communication(s) 
 
None. 
 
Board Member and Subcommittee Reports 
 
None. 
 



 

 

Faculty Report 
 
Instructor Karol Walchak gave a PowerPoint presentation on recent activities in the English, Fine Arts, 
and Humanities Department. 
 
Student Report 
 
Branden DeRoque and Joanna Cooper listed recent Student Leadership Commission activities. The 
blood drive was successful and a good number of donations were collected at the Hoops for Hope event. 
Upcoming events include glow skating at Northern Lights Arena and an April 30 Spring Bash and 
annual talent show. 
 
Joanna Cooper also briefed the board on her trip to Austin, TX, to participate in a social science 
convention in which she participated in a poster presentation. She called the event life changing. 
 
Andrew Augustyn then joined DeRoque to talk about their trip to New Orleans to attend the Underwater 
Intervention conference. They gathered a lot of valuable career information, made networking contacts, 
and saw a lot of new technology. They also visited Oceaneering, an industry leader in ROV services. 
 
President’s Report 
 
The President’s Report follows as it was distributed at the meeting. 
 
President’s Report to ACC Board of Trustees 
February 19, 2014 
 
1.  ACC and TBNMS at Trade Show 

 
At the recent Underwater Intervention trade show in New Orleans (the largest conference for 
underwater robotics in the nation), the contingent from Alpena included these individuals: 
 
• ACC Students Andrew Augustyn, Branden Deroque, Mike Dunham, and Jason Bradley 

(expenses for three covered by the Marine Advanced Technology Education Center and for one 
by himself). 

• ACC Instructor David Cummins (expenses covered by the Department of Labor Community 
College Career Training Grant). 

• Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary Deputy Superintendent Russ Green (expenses covered 
by the Department of Labor Community College Career Training Grant). 
 

Over the course of three days, the students talked to over 150 vendors and had access to over 100 
technical sessions on subjects ranging from training to the latest technical developments.  The 
students also had a chance to network with industry leaders and get advice on their career paths.  The 
trip ended with a tour of Oceaneering’s Morgan City ROV training facilities and a chance to ask 
their potential future employer questions.  Oceaneering plans to return to Michigan this summer to 
interview our graduating students. 
 

  



 

 

Russ Green offered this perspective on the experience: 
 

First, my thanks to ACC for inviting me along and handling the travel.  It was a smooth and very 
fruitful trip. The networking was fantastic.  At least two companies with cutting edge technology 
will be coming to the Marine Sanctuary this summer. This is a great opportunity for the 
Sanctuary and the ACC students. We're also trying to dovetail one of these projects with the 
MATE international competition, thereby extending the benefit to the many visiting teams.  
 
Working with David to present and promote the ACC Marine Tech Program was a real pleasure. 
The program was well received, and I got a sense that people are interested in seeing it evolve 
and succeed. The side trip to Oceaneering was an eye-opener for me which drove home the high 
demand for workers in several aspects of marine technology, from ROV pilots to engineers to 
managers. The industry is booming and the technology is impressive. And as we all know, this is 
just one potential market for the ACC program involvement.  
 
On a related note, David Cummins worked his tail off making connections and networking!  He 
went non-stop to ensure the students had a good experience, and he made the most out of the 
visit to Oceaneering.  Hats off to him! 

 
2. Michigan Community College Legislative Summit  
 

Chairman John Briggs and I participated in the MCCA Legislative Summit on January 30 in 
Lansing.  The day opened with an address from former Washtenaw Trustee and current State 
Representative David Rutledge, who compared dealing with legislators to getting a mule to go in the 
barn.  (In neither case does aggression work very well.)  We then made the rounds to offices of 
Representatives Pettalia, Muxlow, Schmidt, Walsh, and Zemke, as well as those of Senators 
Moolenaar and Booher.  In all but a couple of instances the legislators themselves spoke with us, and 
otherwise staff members filled in.  In our conversations John and I brought attention to the following 
ACC legislative priorities:  

 
• Operating appropriations.  
• Effect of new GASB 67 and 68 regulations on college financial reporting. 
• Annexation of non-contiguous districts. 
• Capital outlay. 

 
3. Governor Snyder’s FY15 Budget Recommendations for Community Colleges 
 

On February 5 the governor released his recommendations for the entire state budget during the next 
fiscal year, including these items pertaining to community colleges (as summarized by MCCA 
President Mike Hansen): 

 
• A 3.0% increase of $8.9 million in base operations funding distributed according to the existing 

formula (50% across-the-board, 17.5% degrees awarded, 10% contact hours, 7.5% 
administrative costs, 15% local strategic value.  ACC’s allocation would rise from $5,236,500 in 
the current year to $5,390,700 next year, a $154,200 or 2.9% increase.    

• $27.7 million more for MPSERS unfunded liability payments, bringing the total to $60.8 million. 
• Continuation of the $3.5 million for Renaissance Zone reimbursements. 
• A new $50.0 million competitive skilled trades equipment program for programs in high-wage, 

high-skill, and high demand occupations appropriated in the MEDC budget.  



 

 

• New language tying the 3.0% increase in operational funds to tuition restraint of 3.2%.   
 
4. New Green Building Certificate 

 
Earlier this month the Curriculum Committee approved a fully online new certificate program in 
Green Building Construction Technology, which will be offered this coming fall.  The seven new or 
revamped construction courses will all use the framework of green/sustainable techniques as they 
apply to residential and commercial construction.  New courses include Green Building and 
Sustainability, Green Manufacturing, and Advanced Green Energy.  They will be paired with 
English, Math, and Communications to form a well-rounded Certificate Program.  The program will 
encourage environmental stewardship through advanced efficiency training.  Because it is offered 
completely online, we hope to draw from a state-wide market, utilizing Bruce Frost’s connections 
with the Michigan Association of Home Builders and the GreenBuilt Michigan organization.  The 
development and inauguration of this program satisfies one of the deliverables of the US Department 
of Labor Community College Career Training grant.    
 

5. Talent Search Literature 
 

ACC Educational Talent Search Director Bob Newton has provided us with three recent publications 
from his program to pass around:  the Program Handbook, the Middle School Student Workbook, 
and the High School Student Workbook. 

 
Action Items 
 
2.583 Dual Enrollment Expansion 
 
Trustee Townsend made the motion and Trustee Hilberg seconded the motion that reads as follows: 
 

That the ACC Board of Trustees sets the dual enrollment tuition rate for the 2014-15 
academic year at the (yet-to-be-determined) in-district rate for all participating school 
systems and limits the collection of fees from them to the registration and technology fees 
(unless ACC building use is involved, where the facility fee would apply).  The Board 
further directs ACC personnel toward publicity for this change and promotion of dual 
enrollment opportunities for as many students in as many school districts as can be 
feasibly served.    

 
 Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion passes. 
 
Information Items 
 
3.786 Financial Report 
 
Dr. Joynton reviewed the Financial Report with the Board. 
 
3.787 Personnel Report 
 
There were no personnel changes in January 2014. 
 
  



 

 

3.788 Gifts and Grants Report 
 
The Gifts and Grants Report showed 81 donors gave gifts or pledges totaling $75,198 for the time period 
of January 7, 2014, to February 10, 2014. 
 
Board Discussion 
 
This agenda item was added to allow time for trustees to discuss topics not included in the meeting 
agenda. Chairman Briggs solicited comments from each of the trustees. Topics included language 
instruction, developments related to the construction of the Electrical Power Technology Center, 
mention of the February 11 trustee workshop, and ongoing work on the president’s evaluation process. 
 
New Business 
 
None. 
 
Suggested Future Agenda Items 
 
None. 
 
Next Regular Meeting 
 
The next regularly scheduled Board of Trustees meeting is March 20, 2014, at 7 p.m. in the Roger C. 
Bauer Board Room, Room 400 of the Charles R. Donnelly Natural Resources Center, 665 Johnson 
Street, Alpena, MI 49707. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Jay Walterreit 
 Secretary of the Board of Trustees 
 (989) 358-7215 


